This Chpondele is All About Jim

“Did you see all the birds on the highmay?” / asked my ‘co-pilot” as he dprowsed beside me on oup journcy, just
outside Hanna, Alberta at 0200 hours,

“Birds?” mas the shocked response. "1 think we should switeh dpivers” was the opinion of my recent young
friend, We stopped and opened the doop to feel the cold West wing dpift the frozen snom over the highmay
with about 70 belon: windshicld temperature, Y have never experienced this type of weather” was the
conffession off Jim Laktin on this maiden trp from Bpitish Columbia to Saskatehenan,

Just as / nestled in the recently racated seat and stapted to dpift offf to slecp, 1 mas suddenly anmoke to “there
they go!” Ves he san them again, they wepe the snom bipds that mwepe frequent visitors to the highmays trying
to pick ap salt and whatever clse may have dropped on the highmnay.

We rere on our may to Saskatoon, Saskatchenan as part of our investigative trp to contact all the Doukhobor
Youth in Western Canada to a possible Youth Convention to consider youth unification in Canada, This is how /
met Jim Laktin who was representing the Union of Youth from the Spiritual Commanities of Christ (USCC)
in the West Kootenays of British Columbia,

Jim’s grandfather Laktin was an independent fapmer in Saskatehenan, The family moved to Rossland, B.C., in
the carly 7920 where he plied a trade as a Cappenter and then contracted various pryects including the
“Mickey Mouse” houses in Warfield, B.C., in the mid 7940s, Jim's father mas a Cappenter that mworked on most
of the larger construction pryjects in the Kootenays including the Power Dams undey construction at that time.

Jim'’s grandfather decided that the “upban” life was not for his famiy and a form was pupchased at Slocan
Park on the South side of the Slocan River; There the property was subdivided and became the “stumping
groands” for Jim and his two oldey bpothers Cyril and Peter.

The brothers had an oldep sister, Ann from their father's first marriage. She had moved offf the farm nwith
her mother from the first marriage, nho was not a country woman. Jim never san: his sister antil a chance
meeting fifty years later.

The Slocan Park School was across the river from the farm as well as the radmay. Jim's chore on the way to
sehool was herding the milk cons along the raimay to a pasture near Kohl Siding. On the mway back from
sehoot, Jim moald petriere the cons and follon them home. Ves, he knew hore to milk coms, separate the milk
and stope the dairy products in a natural cooler (@ dugout into the hillside that kept regetables and other
perishables at cuppent fridge temperatures).

Grade six was graduation from Slocan Park School in order to enter High School he had to attend Mount
Sentinel for the rest of his education from Grade 12, Jim always eqjoyed sports, especially Basketball and
Softball,

The plyrood factory at Nelson was Jim's entry into the work world but his friends had jobs on tug boats
moving (ogs along the Columbia River to the Pulp and Samw Mills at Castlegar. /¢ sounded mope exciting and
besides Jim liked fishing and perhaps there may be opportunitics here and he mwanted to find out. His
intepviene nwent well but then he mas told that he had to work in the mwoods as a precarsor to a capcer on the
boats, Jim decided to stay with the plyrood job but only to the weckend when he was called again o report
for work on Monday in Nokasp, B.C., from which the boats were managed,

Jim spent 2 years in this occapation which had many separate functions, Truckloads of logs of rardous speicies
weere offfloaded from tracks to marshalling arcas. The bundles are then skidded into the water. A raft is made
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ap of 30 bundles, The rafts are assembled in groups of 20 to 25 raffts and then floated to the Mills in
Castlegar, Depending on the weather and dipection of minds, the trp times would vary from 3 to 6 days.

Folloning a trip down the river, there would be days offf and those were the times that moncy mas spent. /t
was one of these times that Jim's bprother Peter, a Supervisor at a Pulp Mill in Gold River invited Jim to
apply for a job there as after a long strike, the Pulp Mill found itself with a shortage of returning rworkers.
The pay ras better and he mwas able to work in the Steam Plant. This opportunity included entering courses in
Foupth Class Steam Ticket, With better pay, this mas morth moving.

Jim found the job too mundane after running over log raffits being in the outdoors with scenery changing all
the time while the nem job had a steady ham and the same gauges to check day after day. Gold River had no
young people and his social life mas relegated to visits home to the Kootenays, 1t was on one such trp that he
met his future wife Katie. The time had come to settle down and the Kootenays “won the toss.”

Jim had met Katie Rebalkin in Febpuary 7977 and they maryied on June 03, 7972 after a year courtship in
trips between Gold River, 1t was obrious that Jim and Katie being separated mas not desirable by both and the
Kootenay Canal Pryect was mobilizing. A friend of his suggested that a chainsam and clearing the Right-of-
way was a lacrative change from watehing gauges in a Power House and so with chainsan in hand, Jim
changed jobs in the Summer of 7977 and stayed until cleaping mas completed in the late Fall of that year,

Jim’s Aunty was marrying a third time in Grand Forks and a conversation with his cousin Paul Oaschoff
revealed an opportunity that Paul was considering to become Qpepator of the nes Union 76 Station in
Cranbrook, B.C. Someone needed to keep the place open while Paal attended orientation coupses in Calgary in
February | March of 7972. Well Jim was the man!

Upon return, Poul and Jim decided that the araiability of ice in the East Kootenay mwas an opportanity not to
be denied, An iee-making machine was parchased and the “Jee Guy” mas the resalt which is still in operation
today.

Katie mas able to get a job as a Telephone Qperator in Cranbrook and purchasing a mobile home nwas the only
solution for accommodation op the newly-meds in this new ventupe for Jim.

After a stint with assisting the Vogkin Family in Fernle where they mere considering an entry into Chrysler
Cay sales, Jim swas offfered a position with Metropolitan Liffe as Salesman [ Agent in 7974 back in the
Kootenays, Sales was a natural for Jim and this is where his big start into this occupation really became
launched with a tenacdity,

We talked about spiritual healing while driving that day on May 07, 2076 and the existence of “Old Lady
Healers” that wandered around the Doukhobor Commanitics, Jim recalled vividly a situation that happened to
him when he was 7 o 8 years of age. This is what he remembered:

“rvinit 1QS @ winter day with a large accamalation of snon that year. Mom and Dad had gone to Nelson,
that Saturday with my Grand Porents, leaving us three boys at home.

It was a beautiful sunny day and wapm enough to take oup coast off and we ran around eyjoying the day.
When the parents retupned, we wepe scolded for not being dpessed for the winter and that we were “flirting”
with a potential sickness that may result due to the weather at that time of the year. This used to be the
advice that all older people gave their bpash youngsters and it peally was of no concern to Jim.

WNext morning on Sunday, Jim was not able to stand on his feet. He had to cramd o the bathroom and

retupned to lie in bed unable to respond to the frequent calls from his mothey to come to bpeakfast. Finally,
his mother, in an ippitated fashion charged into the bedroom and discorered hep son, essentially imobite.
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The famdly took Jim to Dr. Johnson in Castlegar and he was also perplexed with his condition and decided to
keep an eye on him in the Castlegar Hospital for a fem days. His final diagnosis mwas Rhcamatic Fever and
sent him home to recover with rest.

This mwas when Jim's grandmother decided to take action as follons;

Drink a large amount of watey and a variety of, juices to stimulate umination

The accamulation of urine mas then boded

Compresses mepe soaked in this concoction and laid ovey Jim's legs

Jim was not supe (f the dosage of an unknoswn medicine may have even contained some of this

concoction

He soon fell aslecp

He anoke the next mopning and was able to walk

Years later, Jim went to see his regular Doctor, Or. Hall, a partner to Dy Johnson. He asked him if

the medical notes that Dr. Joknson had taken, mentioned anything about Rheamatic Fever,

8. D1 Hall conffirmed that notation but suggested that Dy Johnson may have misdiagnosed at that time
as Jim’s pecovery could not have been as successful as it was.....”
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8o nee leave it o the Readey to determine whether this was just an “old wives tale”. Jim remembered it clearly
as fact.

We arrived at High River, Alberta at 7230 hours PST.
/ stapted pecopding again when e reached Highmay 22.

Jim joined me at a time when the independent Contractors in British Columbia mepe searching for a
Dortable” fringe benefit package for their emplogees as competition to the Union's package. This mould be a
strong competitive edge for the “OQpen Shop” Contractors who had just organized the ndependent Contractors
and Businesses of British Columbia (1CBA). /n a scarch for a “Carricr’, Jim became involved reith
Metropolitan Life with which he stayed for a time.

It was at this time that Jim met with a group of individuals that sere assembling a business to market
office equipment in the Kootenays, The territory offered mas the West Kootenays with a possible extension to
the East Kootenays to market and sepvice;

o Cash Registers

o Calealators

o Coplers

o Related equipment

MW Office Equipment Ltd was incorporated with Jim as one of the operating partners,

A key Supplicr mas Sharp, a large and successful Japanese Manafacturer. This firm mas the foreranncy for
personal computers, Jim deseribed home he swas one of those invited to visit thedr plant in Japan with this vivid
observation;

Letie malked into this lapge room where a simple wpiting desk stood as a solitary fumishing where the rest
of the room was empty. This was to dlustrate the original size of the computer mechanism that mwas required
to operate Sharp that was now symbolized by a system that was all handled by the writing desk. A very
convineing shorwing that wopds could not explain............ ”
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8o it mas that Sharp compaters became a hot selling commodity.
International Business Machines (1BM) mas guick to pealize that MW was the distributer that they preferred
and so Jim was taken on a training course /BM for computers, type-mpiters and related equjpment.

Willie was the MW President and handled all the moncy which eventually became the downgall of the business,
Pupchase | Rental Agreements reguired financing to castomers. A vepy sudtable arrangement with the Bank of
Montreal (BMO) had been negotiated with MW by Willie. Temptation took control ovep common sense and Willie
neould make “dummy contracts” that allowed him to peceive all the cash from the agreements, This lead the
RBC discover the impropriety and seize all the accounts rendering MW to become bankrupt. The pay chegues for
the large company at this time (725 employees) became NSE.

Willée mwas incapcerated and Jim's other partners declared personal bankruptey. Investigations ensued and it
weas detepmined that Jim was not in any way associated with Willkic's scheme but the fact that Jim mas a
partner in MW, the legal requirements for payrolls and tax deductions was a potential liability.

Jim nwas provided with legal advice and it was pecommended that:

7. Al emplogees sign afffidarits absolving Jim of any liability for payroll and deductions that this would
absolve Jim
2. Thus Jim would not need to declare personal bankraptey

Jim nas temporaridy out of a business and,job but he assumed that he was able to isolate himself from any
liabdlity of MW Office Products, At this junctupe, Jim started considering

THe ppovess cmrolfed eteptinns wdih o Lakiie over a geriid off 1
L May ZE ZOV5 whide apiagg Sack pfrom Wialsharn Lake Kool
2 Hpaite whide accompangig S on @ gy 7o Alberii and esion, My OF 276

THIS NERT oo 1008 Part’ off @ dLsenssion whiie ipeldingg it b 1o the LARS #7999 Agoenis Coupt fedid af e
Supreme Court de faecoarers November 72, 278

S 7983 iy teaned qp wvih Samw Conksie 19 cstablish LRS Technolppics (ERST 1o market a NVght Clerk foy Hotels
and Motils i seryed as Erevatiie Viio-/resitint off Sukes and Maieting,

TS WS @ LHEGUE LT 10 SEgrsStey quests at Norels antd motels usiy clecironle tectnolyy:

I PAeGNE, B JHESE aoitlil PEgistier ity @ Noted oy moted while the quepatiion #as locked and dosed goy the nghss /¢
Jred e gaest 1o segister and oy aftir whid a soomy gy wondit be disoensea’ and the front doop mould open
to allow entry.

This required travelling North America to market and promote the idea. This involved setting ap leasing agents
throughout 7954,

A prototype mas created and manafacturing contract negotiated with Microtel (Div. of BC Tel) Bell Atlantic.
Financing was now the requipement going forsward,

Sam needed to transfer patent to Easteck from his personal name. Company needed to guarantee to Micro7el,
A great deal of press and attention as the product was anveiled at a convention in Atlanta, At this time /BM mas
introducing a similap product. Once both products wepe introduced and the inferior /BM product shorwn to the

convention, /1BM remorved theip product offf the convention floor.
ERS mas given Innovation of the Vear with a huge publicity!
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Sales began with the first installation at Occan City Maryland, USA.

Manafacturing of six (6) anits at a time was stapted with Bell Atlantic funding the production to equate the rate
of sales and limit the financing exposare swith sales coineiding with this flos,

Microtel suddenly, advised ERS that they had budlt a handped (700) anits for maximam cost cfficiency to the
supprise of ERS. Microtel sent the invoice to Bel Atlantic and demanded payment.

Bel Atlantic had no alternative but to reluctantly pay the invoice. This essentiolly bankrupted ERS and the entire
profect collapsed,

These photographs will fit in to the story at some time:

On the left, this Jim Laktin and his buddy Elmer
Verigin, at a “Safety Meeting”

On the right is Jim Laktin his carpent occapation
wiith Fipst Choice Foods. This (s his refrigerated truck
that transports fradt to the Hutterites in Alberta
with return vegetables, cqgs and meats from vapious
Hutterite Communities for merchandizing at the
Biggest Little Frait Stand (an enterppise by Jim's son Jamic) in Castlegar with
distribution throughout the Kootenays

70 be continued as of May 76, 2020 7520 hours EWV
70 be continued....as the opportunity to intepviere Jim if and mhen it tokes place
EWY posted this portion of Jim's story August 23, 2022
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